Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 153 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.067; wR factor = 0.215; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.4.
Related literature
The solvent-free title compound has been described as adopting the paco-conformation (Grootenhuis et al., 1990) . A corresponding sodium complex including toluene in the crystal structure shows a cone conformation (Bott et al., 1986) . A complex containing an aluminium alkyl species (Bott et al., 1987) and a solvated complex with a nitrosyl compound (Rathore et al., 2000) have also been reported. For the synthesis of the compound, see: Bitter et al. (1995) . For other related literature, see: Gruber et al. (2007) , Stumpf et al. (2003) ; Nishio (2004) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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U eq (parent atom).
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular presentation of (I) with THF as guest. supplementary materials sup-2 5, 11, 17, 26, 27, Geometric parameters (Å, °) 
